
HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

1



UNIVERSITY OF MAIDUGURI

CENTRE FOR DISTANCE LEARNING

HIS 409: Nigeria Under Colonial Rule (2 Units)


Course Facilitator: Dr. Ibrahim A. Modu







HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

2

STUDY GUIDE

Course Code/ Title: HIS 409: Nigeria under Colonial Rule

Credit Units: 2

Timing: 26hrs

Total hours of Study per each course material should be twenty Six

hours (26hrs) at two hours per week within a given semester.

You should plan your time table for study on the basis of two hours

per course throughout the week. This will apply to all course

materials you have. This implies that each course material will be

studied for two hours in a week.

Similarly, each study session should be timed at one hour including

all the activities under it. Do not rush on your time, utilize them

adequately. All activities should be timed from five minutes

(5minutes) to ten minutes (10minutes). Observe the time you spent

for each activity, whether you may need to add or subtract more

minutes for the activity. You should also take note of your speed of

completing an activity for the purpose of adjustment.

Meanwhile, you should observe the one hour allocated to a study

session. Find out whether this time is adequate or not. You may

need to add or subtract some minutes depending on your speed.

You may also need to allocate separate time for your self-assessment

questions out of the remaining minutes from the one hour or the one



HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

3

hour which was not used out of the two hours that can be utilized

for your SAQ. You must be careful in utilizing your time. Your

success depends on good utilization of the time given; because time

is money, do not waste it.

Reading:

When you start reading the study session, you must not read it like a

novel. You should start by having a pen and paper for writing the

main points in the study session. You must also have dictionary for

checking terms and concepts that are not properly explained in the

glossary.

Before writing the main points you must use pencil to underline

those main points in the text. Make the underlining neat and clear

so that the book is not spoiled for further usage.

Similarly, you should underline any term that you do not

understand its meaning and check for their meaning in the glossary.

If those meanings in the glossary are not enough for you, you can

use your dictionary for further explanations.

When you reach the box for activity, read the question(s) twice so

that you are sure of what the question ask you to do then you go

back to the in-text to locate the answers to the question. You must

be brief in answering those activities except when the question

requires you to be detailed.
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In the same way you read the in-text question and in-text answer

carefully, making sure you understand them and locate them in the

main text. Furthermore before you attempt answering the (SAQ) be

sure of what the question wants you to do, then locate the answers in

your in-text carefully before you provide the answer.

Generally, the reading required you to be very careful, paying

attention to what you are reading, noting the major points and

terms and concepts. But when you are tired, worried and weak do

not go into reading, wait until you are relaxed and strong enough

before you engage in reading activities.

Bold Terms:

These are terms that are very important towards

comprehending/understanding the in-text read by you. The terms

are bolded or made darker in the sentence for you to identify them.

When you come across such terms check for the meaning at the

back of your book; under the heading glossary. If the meaning is not

clear to you, you can use your dictionary to get more clarifications

about the term/concept. Do not neglect any of the bold term in your

reading because they are essential tools for your understanding of

the in-text.

Practice Exercises
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a. Activity: Activity is provided in all the study sessions. Each

activity is to remind you of the immediate facts, points and

major informations you read in the in-text. In every study

session there is one or more activities provided for you to

answer them. You must be very careful in answering these

activities because they provide you with major facts of the text.

You can have a separate note book for the activities which can

serve as summary of the texts. Do not forget to timed yourself

for each activity you answered.

b. In-text Questions and Answers: In-text questions and answers

are provided for you to remind you of major points or facts. To

every question, there is answer. So please note all the questions

and their answers, they will help you towards remembering the

major points in your reading.

c. Self Assessment Question: This part is one of the most essential

components of your study. It is meant to test your

understanding of what you studied so you must give adequate

attention in answering them. The remaining time from the two

hours allocated for this study session can be used in answering

the self- assessment question.

Before you start writing answers to any questions under SAQ,

you are expected to write down the major points related to the
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particular question to be answered. Check those points you

have written in the in-text to ascertain that they are correct,

after that you can start explaining each point as your answer to

the question.

When you have completed the explanation of each question,

you can now check at the back of your book, compare your

answer to the solutions provided by your course writer. Then

try to grade your effort sincerely and honestly to see your level

of performance. This procedure should be applied to all SAQ

activities. Make sure you are not in a hurry to finish but

careful to do the right thing.

e-Tutors: The eTutors are dedicated online teachers that provide

services to students in all their programme of studies. They are

expected to be twenty- four hours online to receive and attend to

students Academic and Administrative questions which are vital to

student’s processes of their studies. For each programme, there will

be two or more e-tutors for effective attention to student’s enquiries.

Therefore, you are expected as a student to always contact your e-

tutors through their email addresses or phone numbers which are

there in your student hand book. Do not hesitate or waste time in

contacting your e-tutors when in doubt about your learning.
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You must learn how to operate email, because e-mailing will give

you opportunity for getting better explanation at no cost.

In addition to your e-tutors, you can also contact your course

facilitators through their phone numbers and e-mails which are also

in your handbook for use. Your course facilitators can also resolve

your academic problems. Please utilize them effectively for your

studies.

Continuous assessment

The continuous assessment exercise is limited to 30% of the total

marks. The medium of conducting continuous assessment may be

through online testing, Tutor Marked test or assignment. You may

be required to submit your test or assignment through your email.

The continuous assessment may be conducted more than once. You

must make sure you participate in all C.A processes for without

doing your C.A you may not pass your examination, so take note

and be up to date.

Examination

All examinations shall be conducted at the University of Maiduguri

Centre for Distance Learning. Therefore all students must come to

the Centre for a period of one week for their examinations. Your

preparation for examination may require you to look for course

mates so that you form a group studies. The grouping or
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Networking studies will facilitate your better understanding of what

you studied.

Group studies can be formed in villages and township as long as you

have partners offering the same programme. Grouping and Social

Networking are better approaches to effective studies. Please find

your group.

You must prepare very well before the examination week. You must

engage in comprehensive studies. Revising your previous studies,

making brief summaries of all materials you read or from your first

summary on activities, in-text questions and answers, as well as on

self assessment questions that you provided solutions at first stage of

studies. When the examination week commences you can also go

through your brief summarizes each day for various the courses to

remind you of main points. When coming to examination hall, there

are certain materials that are prohibited for you to carry (i.e Bags,

Cell phone, and any paper etc). You will be checked before you are

allowed to enter the hall. You must also be well behaved throughout

your examination period.
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GENERAL INTRODUCTION

This course discusses Nigeria under colonial rule. The main issues involved

include the amalgamation of Nigeria by the British, the colonial system of

administration established by the British in the country and the role of Nigeria in

the two world wars. Other issues stated for consideration in this course are social

changes brought by the British into the country as well as nationalism,

constitutional development and finally, the move towards independence in Nigeria.



HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

10

HIS 409 NIGERIAN UNDER COLONIAL RULE

TABLE OF CONTENTS

STUDY SESSION 1: Background to the amalgamation; Amalgamation and its

impact.

STUDY SESSION 2: The colonial administrative system and the political

economy.

STUDY SESSION 3: Nigeria and the two world wars

STUDY SESSION 4: Social changes

STUDY SESSION 5: The nationalist movement

STUDY SESSION 6: Constitutional Reforms and the much towards independence.



HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

11

STUDY SESSION: 1

Table of content

 Introduction

 Learning outcome

 In-text-question

 Background to amalgamation

 Amalgamation and its impact

 Summary

 Self-assessment question

 Reference

 Suggested reading



HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

12

STUDY SESSION: I

Introduction

In this topic, you shall study the background to amalgamation. The topic will,

in addition, discuss the nature and extent of amalgamation in Nigeria as well as

its impact on the people of Nigeria.

1.1 – Learning outcome

At the end of this topic, students will be able to understand the background to

the amalgamation of Nigeria. They will also be able to discuss the causes as

well as the consequences of amalgamation on the people of Nigeria.

1.2 – In-text (IT)

Background to amalgamation

The amalgamation of Nigeria by the British took place in 1914; a background

to the amalgamation is essentially concerned with a brief survey of the nature

and extent of British rule in different parts of Nigeria by 1914.

The bombardment of Lagos by the British in 1851 marked the early

beginnings of colonial rule in Nigeria. From 1898, the British government

sought to establish and maintained a colonial state in Nigeria. The creation and

maintaining a colonial state was not an easy task; and so the British were

forced to put a number of measures as follows. First and foremost, the British

had to remove all visible African opposition or resistance to the imposition of

colonial rule, secondly the British were to expand and consolidate British
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central authority over the territory later known as Nigeria. The British colonial

officer used force as well as diplomacy in northern and southern Nigeria to

reduce opposition against their rule; such that by 1914, British became the

master over most of Nigeria. Pockets of resistance continued after 1914 in a

number of areas. These areas included Tiv land, Egba land, Igbo land and

many other areas as well. But the British were able to suppress all the

resistances because they had superior arms. British rule was therefore imposed

on the people of Nigeria by force; through the use of the Maxim gun and in

some areas through the use of diplomacy. By 1914, the British amalgamated

Nigeria; but through a process of gradual amalgamation of Nigeria.

One of the important administrative developments in the evolution of

the colonial state in Nigeria, was the amalgamation of the two separate

sections i.e the southern and northern parts of Nigeria into a single political

entity called Nigeria. It must be pointed out, right from the onset, that, the

process of amalgamation was a gradual one. It was carried out in stages and

was fully realised by 1914.

To secure central direction of policy, and pool resources together, the

British government from 1898 adopted the policy of gradual amalgamation of

its various administrative units in Nigeria. In 1906, for example, the Lagos

colony and protectorate was amalgamated with the protectorate of southern

Nigeria to form the new colony and protectorate of southern Nigeria. It is
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important to note that the British government did not consult Nigerians on the

need for amalgamation of the country.

The primary aim of government in 1906, was economic i.e to use the

resources of the protectorate of southern Nigeria to cover the cost of

administration and development in the financially weak colony and

protectorate of  Lagos. The government was by 1906, faced with the task of

extending the railway to other parts of Nigeria but there was lack of finance to

carry out this big project. The amalgamation of 1906, was therefore seen a part

of the solution to carry out this capital intensive project which needed a lot of

money.

The 1906 amalgamation did not result in administrative fusion. This

means that the 1906 amalgamation was limited to the economic interest of the

British. The chiefs in Lagos and Yoruba areas were allowed to continue with

their traditional administration. Administratively speaking, there was no

attempt on part of British to unite the Lagos, Yoruba areas with the non-

Yoruba people of southern Nigeria. The next stage or phase of amalgamation

took place in January 1914 under the leadership of Lord Lugard and this come

to be known as the 1914 amalgamation of Nigeria.

January 1914 amalgamation and its impact

The British, once more, did not consult or seek the opinions Nigerians before

amalgamating northern and southern Nigeria in January 1914. As the

amalgamation of 1906, the primary British aim was economic compared with
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colony and protectorate of southern Nigeria. The protectorate of Nigeria was a

poor one. The north was poor because of the following reasons;

(a) The north had no direct access to the sea

(b)The north had a large area

(c) It also had a large population

(d)With a costly railway construction and river dredging projects

It was therefore as a result of the financial position that the British sought to

amalgamate northern Nigeria with southern Nigeria; and use the resources of south

to carry out capital intensive project such as railway construction, dredging of

rivers etc. The British colonial officers were convinced that through amalgamation

they would have a firm administration in Nigeria.

Impact of amalgamation

The 1914 amalgamation had a number of impacts or consequences on the people of

Nigeria; the amalgamation gave the northern and southern province a common

political head but the problem is that in spite of the amalgamation of the country,

no uniform style of administration developed in either southern Nigeria or southern

Nigeria. Nigeria between 1914 amalgamation and 1939, looked like a federation of

two group of province. Not all of the Major government departments were merged

or centralized between 1912 and 1914; but the administration of some department

such as education, police, prison proceeded gradually between the 1920s and

1930s. there was no central secretariat before the 1920s.
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In 1939, the British government split the protectorate of southern Nigeria

into two, eastern and western provinces. The split was undertaken by the

government on accounts of logistic reasons as well as ethnographic considerations.

The northern province was not split on account of cultural homogeneity.

1.2.1 In-Text Questions (ITQ)

1. Discuss the causes of the amalgamation

2. Assess the impact of the amalgamation

1.2.2 In-Text Answer (ITA)

Amalgamation can simply be defined as the bringing together of the southern

protectorate with the northern protectorate to form a single political unit called

Nigeria. The process started in 1906 when the crown and protectorate of Lagos

was amalgamated to the protectorate of southern Nigeria. In 1914, the protectorate

of southern Nigeria was amalgamated with the protectorate of northern Nigeria

resulting in the birth of Nigeria under a single political umbrella.

Causes of Amalgamation

The fundamental cause of the amalgamation of Nigeria was economic. Both the

19012 and the 1914 amalgamations were carried out in order to satisfy the British

economic interest in Nigeria, the British wanted to pool resources together so as to

carry out capital intensive project like construction of railways, dredging of rivers

etc. they also wanted to establish uniform policies in the country. Amalgamation
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was not carried out in the interest of the Nigerian people, they were indeed, not

consulted at all. Their opinion were never sought by the British colonial masters.

Amalgamation, to the British was not a moral question, but borne out of pure

economic consideration or interests. It was a British affair, the idea was mooted

and implemented by the British to satisfy their economic interest.

Assess the impact of the amalgamation

The amalgamation was not approved by Nigerians. It failed to bring government

departments together. From 1929-1930 amalgamation progressed as government

departments such as police, prisons and education became amalgamated.

It failed to unite Nigerians. The north, the south and the west and east

remained as a federal, each one suspicious of the other. In this regard therefore,

amalgamation did not achieve the goal of unity as conceived by the British colonial

masters.

1.3 Activity

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss the amalgamation of Nigeria.

1.4 Summary

This topic discuss the amalgamation of Nigeria and its impact on the people of the

country. It is observed that amalgamation was first carried in 1906 and then in
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1914. Both amalgamation were carried out in order to satisfy the economic

interest of the British colonial masters.

The impact of amalgamation was a negative one. It failed to unite the people

of Nigeria; instead it succeeded in dividing them. The British exploited the

economic resources of Nigeria at the expense of Nigerians.

1.5 Self-Assessment Question

Q1 = What do you understand by the term amalgamation?

Q2 = Why did the British amalgamate Nigeria?

1.6 Reference

Obaro, Ikime, (ed) Groundwork of Nigerian History, Ibadan, 1983.

T.N. Tamuno, The Evolution of the Nigerian State; the Southern Phase, 1898-

1914, London, 1972

1.7 SUGGESTED READING

I.F. Nicolson, The Administration of Nigeria, 1900 – 1960, Oxford, 1969

R. Heussler, The British in Northern Nigeria, London, 1968.
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STUDY SESSION 2

THE COLONIAL ADMINISTRATIVE SYSTEM AND THE POLITICAL

ECONOMY

Introduction

In this topic, students shall study the colonial administrative system as well as the

political economy of colonial Nigeria.

1.1 Learning Outcome

At the end of this topic, students should be able to understand how the British

operated the colonial administrative system in the country as well as the political

economy of the colonial state.

1.2 In text (IT)

When the British took over from the different Nigerian communities by force, they

embarked on administering their Nigerian colony. In matters of central

administration, Nigerians did not participate or Nigerians were slowly and

reluctantly associated with the central institutions of government. This is because

until the 1950’s, the major participants in the colonial government were British

officials and not Nigerians. The legislative and executive councils based in Lagos

were under the direct influence and control of the British. The councils discussed

important policies and measures affecting Nigeria and yet Nigerian participation in

these councils was a very poor one. Few Nigerians were nominated not elected into

the legislative council at Lagos. They had no voice in the council. For the

executive council, they were no Nigerian member until 1942. Nigerians in the
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council advised the government who was a British official and was not bound to

take their advice. The governor had the final say over what the policies should be.

2-3 Colonial administration in the Western Province (Lagos, Benin and

Delta)

Lagos protectorate was administered by the governor. He was however assisted in

his administration by officials known as travelling commissioner or residents. For

effective administration, Lagos protectorate was divided into districts but in 1914

all the districts were reorganised into provinces and their commissioner renamed

residents.

The administration was dominated by British officials. The traditional authorities

participated only as nominated assistants or governments agents. The power and

prestige of additional authorities were very much reduced.

In Benin and Delta Provinces of western Nigeria at this time, British rule was on

the whole more autocratic than in Yoruba land. This was because the people in

these areas resisted the British more than the Yoruba who had been weakened by

the Yoruba civil wars.

After the British conquest of Benin in 1897, the British deported the Oba of Benin

to Calabar and established a Native council presided over by a British political

officer – a vice consul. The native council members were appointed by the British.

The appointed chefs who served as members of the native council were

handpicked by the British. Their qualification was simply their absolute loyalty to

the British Crown. Some of their duties included giving advice to the political
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officers and carrying out government orders. In the outlaying districts of Benin,

chiefs were also appointed as the colonial government saw fit. These chiefs were

employed agents of the colonial government.

In the Niger Delta areas, the Urhobo, Itsekiri and other groups were administered

by a vice consul. The vice – consul who was always a British officer, was assisted

by native councils over which he presided. The appointed local chiefs worked

under the direction of the vice consul. The traditional rulers in Benin and Niger

delta were kept out of the administration because they had resisted the British.

New men of the localities who were not recognised traditional rulers were now

made chiefs and rulers of the area because they had cooperated with the British

colonial masters. These chiefs became mere agents of the colonial administration.

Colonial administration in the Eastern Provinces – Eastern Nigeria

British rule in the Eastern Provinces of Nigeria began in 1891 when Sir Claude

Macdonald was appointed Consul General for the oil rivers protectorate. He

created various administrative units and appointed vice consuls to look after these

units. Sir Claude had his headquarters at Old Calabar. Later, the vice consulates

were regrouped into three large divisions namely; Eastern, Central and Western

Divisions. Their headquarters were respectively at Calabar, Bonny and Warri.

The colonial administration decided to govern the people under it through their

traditional or local rulers. This was because the colonial administration had few

personnel to man the administration. There were few European staff and it had no

adequate means of transport and communication to enable it govern effectively the
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large territory and population under it using indirect rule. However, the British

failed to seek and find out the traditional institutions of the people. The newly

appointed rulers were given warrants or certificates to legalise their new position

and give them government support. They were then known as warrant chiefs but

were closely supervised and directed by the political officers.

The British created native courts. The courts were under the British political

officers. These courts performed executive, legislative and judicial functions. The

native courts were later given the more appropriate name of a native Authority.

The Northern provinces The Conquest of Northern Nigeria and the

Establishment of Indirect Rule

In 1900, Sir Fredrick Luggard was appointed High commissioner of the

protectorate of Northern Nigeria. Between 1900 and 1903, he conquered and

occupied Sokoto Caliphate and some part of Borno. The occupation of the Non

muslim areas were much more lengthy and difficult, in particular Tiv land. By

1905, however, most of northern Nigeria were virtually under British Control.

Establishment of Indirect Rule

Luggard, following the conquest of the Nigerian area, spent a great deal of time

establishing a system of administration. In doing this, he adopted the system of

indirect rule. He used indirect rule for a number of reasons. First and foremost,

Luggard insufficient supply of man power i.e. staff, officers or personnel.

Secondly, he had no sufficient money to run a direct system of administration.

Thirdly, he met a traditional system of administration by the Sokoto caliphate and
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Borno. He and his political officers used this system of government in growing the

North.
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Structure of Indirect Rule

Under the new system of indirect rule the protectorate of Northern Nigeria

was divided into provinces were in turn divided into divisions. A division was

under a district Officer (D.O) and a province under a resident. The District Officer

who supervised the emir was responsible to the resident while the resident was in

turn responsible to the High Commission who was in charge of the Entire

Protectorate. The structure can be shown as follows

Protectorate of Northern Nigeria
High Commission

PROVINCES
Residents

DIVISIONS
District Officers (D.O)

Assistant District Officers

EMIRS

CITIZENS
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Changes in the Traditional System of Government for Purposes of Indirect

Rule

Luggard and his Political Officers took over the existing traditional system

of government and made use of it by making some basic modification or changes

as follows;

1. The Emir now collected a consolidated tax rather than a series of taxes. This

was shared between the colonial government and the emirs in a certain ratio

determined by the colonial government.

2. The emirate share of the tax, after 1907, was paid into a Native Treasury; the

money was spent according to a budget which provided for the emir and his

officials as salaried employed of the native authorities.

3. The district Heads, who were under the emirs, instead of staying in the

capital under the supervision of the emir, now had to reside in the Districts

they administered.

4. The Emir was designated as Native Authority of his Emirate or Division.

The political Officer in the area interfered as little as possible with his

administration within the laid out guidelines.

5. The caliph power and position were however taken over by the British High

Commissioner who appointed and deposed emirs as he saw fit. The new

ruler at Sokoto was designated Sultan, instead of Caliph and his authority

was limited to the districts of the Caliphate Capital.
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In the new system, the power and prestige of the traditional authorities were

considerably reduced. The emirs and chiefs had to be loyal in order to maintain

their positions. The British Political Officer were supported by the colonial army

and police enjoyed immense power and prestige in their areas of jurisdiction. The

traditional authorities were made agents to the colonial administration.

Indirect Rule in the Middle Belt

The system of indirect rule developed by lord Luggard and his successors in the

Fulani emirates was applied throughout Northern Nigerian. Indirect rule worked

smoothly in the Sokoto Caliphate as well as in Borno. Borno, like the Sokoto

caliphate had a tradition of a Centralised political system and regular tax

collections but indirect rule proved way difficult to apply in the middle Belt. It

became very difficult for example to apply in a state like Bussa. Here, the King

head limited powers and taxation was not traditionally collected on a regular basis.

The indirect rule system could hardly work in areas like Tiv land where

traditionally there were no chiefs but council of elders. The British solved this

problem in 1937 by creating a Native Authority based on a council of elders.

In spite of the above reality, however, Luggard and his successors insisted

on imposing the northern system of indirect rule throughout the north in trying to

establish the “emirate type” of indirect rule in the middle belt area of northern

Nigeria, Luggard proceeded to constitute states like Yawwi, Bussa and Abuja into

Emirates and styled their rulers emirs. Paramount chiefs were created in areas like

Makurdi and Igbirra. The new chiefs had no traditional support for their authority
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and were therefore an imposition on the people. These new chiefs received their

authority from the British who created   them. They were agents of colonial

administration and they retain their position only as long as they remained loyal to

that  administration. The new system of indirect rule lasted from about 1901 to the

eve of the amalgamation and beyond.

INDIRECT RULE IN YORUBALAND

In Yoruba land, indirect rule of the emirate type was introduced in 1914. Rulers

like the Alafin of Oyo were made very much like the northern emirs; but the reality

is that the powers of the Yoruba kings were limited. The Yoruba Oba, for example,

had no claim to being a sole native Authority. Neither did he collect any direct

taxation. Despite warnings by Southern officials, Lugard  introduced  his indirect

rule to Oyo. This new system worked against the traditional government and this

new  system excluded elite from taking part in the administration. People in

Ibadan-Oyo area, and Iseyin rebelled in 1916. The most serious revolt was the

Egba revolt of 1918. The Alake of Abeoukuta nearly lost his life in the revolt.

Railway lines were torn up, stores looted, and a number of people killed. It was

Luggard with a detachment of soldiers who put down this revolt.

Reform and re-organisation in the system of indirect Rule.

As time went on, the colonial administration tried to respond wisely to the

feelings of the colonised people. This feeling, on the parts of the British colonial,

informed the British to make reforms and re-organise the system; to make it

workable and more democratic. There were various revolts put by the people
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against the system of indirect rule. One of such revolts lives the Egba revolt. In the

case of the Egba revolts,  a commission of enquiry was appointed to look into the

causes, one the members of this commission was a Nigerian barrister, Mr. Eric

Moore. The commission blamed the introduction of indirect rule together with

direct taxation, and the increased powers given to the Alake and his district heads

as the main causes of the revolts. Its findings and recommendations led to changes

in the system of indirect rule in later years.

Similarly there were revolts in Benin and Delta areas. In these areas of

western Nigeria the revolts of the 1920s gave government the opportunity to

enquire into the political system of the peoples in pre-colonial times. As a result,

the system of indirect rule in the area was re-organised for the better. In Benin,

Warri and Agbor, the new organisation was based on traditional rulers. The Oba,

Olu and Obi respectively.

In Eastern Nigeria, the British decided that instead of concentrating powers

on a single warrant chief, various Native Authorities were established most of

which consisted of villages, village groups or clan councils.  There were Native

Authority and Native Court each worked in its own capacity. The two bodies were

separated. Finally, in 1951, the British introduced the system of local councils in

which the educated elite were given the opportunity to dominate the local

government councils which had become more selective.

In Tiv land, in Northern Nigeria, a Native Authority was established in 1937

based on a council of elders as mentioned earlier. By 1945, however, the Tiv were
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given a paramount Chief, but this was at the request of the people. Between 1952-

1953, sole Native Authorities, that is government through a single Chief began to

disappear from the scene in Northern Nigeria. They were replaced by council of

government which was more democratic.

In conclusion, we can say that although Lugard under his amalgamation

scheme preserved the separate identities of Northern and Southern Nigeria, he

proceeded to impose   the system of indirect rule he and his successor had

developed in the North on the Southern provinces. This policy proved by and large

a failure in the South. The system was, however quite successful in the North.

The Political Economy

Definition: As a matter of introduction, there is need to first of all define the

concept of political economy before proceeding to discuss its native and extent in

colonial Nigeria. What then is political economy? Political Economy is essentially

concerned with not only the factors of production but the process of production and

production relations in a given country. Who produced and what? How are the

goods and services distributed? What is the nature of exchange of goods and

services and who benefits from the products produced? In other words, we are

concerned with how the British colonial masters manipulated and siphoned the

resources of colonial Nigeria. What was the nature and extent of exploitation of

Nigerian resources by the British colonial masters forms the basis of the political

economy.

Economic Developments in Colonial Nigeria.
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In early nineteenth century, the economy of Nigeria, like that of practically

every other country in the world was based practically on agriculture. Nigerian

people were farmers. In addition to farming on the land, some people practised

animal husbandry, hunting, fishing, trading and craftsmanship. Consequently, the

people virtually supplied all their essential economic needs, this was the condition

of things when British established her colonial rule in the Nigerian area.

It was the British colonial policy, like that of every other European colonial

power in Africa, that her colonies should be self-supporting. This meant that all the

public works in the colony, for example roads, railways, schools and hospitals had

to be paid for out of locally raised revenue,  usually in the form of taxes and

custom duties. In addition to this policy, the British regarded her colonies primarily

as supplies of raw materials for their home industries and as customers of their

manufactured goods. When facilities were provided in the colonies, they were

intended to benefit, British trading interests. Virtually, no industrialization was

therefore allowed in the colonies since that would create competition with British

industries accordingly, there was blatant exploitation than development of Nigeria

during the colonial period. However, a number of developments did take place as

enumerated below:

Communication

One of the areas that attracted the attention of the colonial administration most was

communication. The British needed to transport the raw materials from the interior

to the coast and also to transport manufactured goods or finished products from the



HIS 409 NIGERIA UNDER COLONIAL RULE

32

coast to the markets of the interior. The British established harbours at Port-

Harcourt and Apapa in Lagos which served the import and export trade. Railways

and roads were also constructed from the coast and extended to the interior in order

to transport goods and raw materials. Railways construction started in 1896 of

Lagos and by 1930 the western line had reached Nguru in the Northern Nigeria.

The eastern line started from Port-Harcourt in 1915 and reached Kaura Nomada

also in Northern Nigeria in 1929. The railways were built to facilitate external

trade rather than internal trade. The British, like other European colonial rulers

were primarily concerned with getting raw materials like cotton, groundnut and

cocoa to the coast for shipment to Europe and the European manufactured goods to

the Nigerian interior. This explain why railways like these in almost all other parts

of Africa run from the coast to the interior linking both areas in the process. The

railways pass through the areas where there were raw materials to collect, internal

trade benefited them only incidentally.

The roads constructed by the British in Nigeria were feeder roads. This

means that roads were built merely to feed the railways, i.e. to take the products of

the areas of cash crops production to the nearest point on the railway.

Growth of Cash Crop Production

The British colonial administrators encouraged the production of cash crops such

as groundnuts, cotton, cocoa, rubber, palm oil produced for export. This was to

generate revenue in the colony for development and more importantly, feeding the

British industries and factories as well as to create wealth for the British. The
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production of cash crops was done at the expense of food crop production resulting

in food insecurity and its attendant problem such as hunger, famine, disease etc.

Influx of European Goods

The new colonial economy brought about increase and the spread of

European manufactured goods among Nigerians. The presence of these goods

tended to drive away the traditionally locally manufactured goods from the markets

as the former were cheaper from the latter and this development led to the decline

of local craft production. Crafts such as dyeing, weaving, pottery, meet making,

something declined considerable. Some of the crafts, however, managed to survive

the competition because of the people special attachment to them.

Mobility, Population and Urbanization

Improvements in communications and increased mobility of population led

to rapid urbanization, especially at the coastal termini of the railways – Lagos and

Port Harcourt. In fact Lagos witnessed an increase in its population from under

50,000 at the beginning of the twentieth century to over 200,000 by the 1950s. In

addition to Lagos and Port Harcourt, other new towns like Enugu, Aba, Kaduna,

Jos came into being while old ones like Kano, Ibadan expanded and became

modern towns. The population of Kano increased from 50,000 in 1921 to 130,000

in 1953. Modern concrete and iron roofed houses arose in these towns. The rapid

urbanization has a number of disadvantages. For example, urbanization resulted in
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unemployment, poor living conditions and slums. There were also labour and

social unrest such as theft, crime, poverty, prostitution etc.

Growth of Commerce

Urbanization and improvement in communication created conditions

favourable to growth of commerce. Between 1910 and 1930, for example, the

volume of trade in groundnut increased from 8,000 tons to 250,000 tons, and in

palm produce from 27,000 tons to 400,000 tons. There was a similar increase in

other products like cotton, timber and rubber. In exchange to these, the British sent

cotton point cloth, bowls, matches, soap and others.

The bulk of the wealth from commerce was however, in the hands of expatriates

including the Lebanese and Synous. Besides, Nigerians faced hard times during the

depression years of the 1930s.

INTRODUCTION OF PORTABLE CURRENCY

To facilitate trade, the British introduced portable currencies, first coins and

later notes.They replaced the earlier forms of currency such as cowries shells and

manila bars and trade by barter.

The introduction of portable currency was accompanied by the establishment

of indigenous banks. The British colonial administration discriminated against

Nigerian businessmen in the provision of credit facilities. Nigerians, however,

struggled to help themselves. In the 1930s, for example indigenous banks were
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established; one of them, the National Bank was founded in 1934 with the credit

facilities coming from these banks, Nigerian businessmen were able to challenge to

a certain extent, the monopoly of the European firms. The First Bank established

by the British in Nigeria was in 1894, which was first established in Lagos.

THE MARKETING BOARDS

Marketing boards were established to fix prices of agricultural products and

regulate the sale of same in the interest of the British. Some of these included the

Nigerian cocoa marketing board (1947) the Nigerian groundnut marketing board

(1949) and the Nigerian oil palm produce marketing board (1949). The profits

made by these boards were kept to help raise the price paid to the farmers when the

world price fell. Although the accumulated profits were used to finance various

developmental projects in the areas of agriculture, education and health, on the

whole however, the  board benefited the British consumer more than the Nigerian

producer.s

TRADE UNIONS

Nigerian workers were exploited by the British colonial masters, they were

paid less salaries and their living conditions were poor. They organized themselves

into trade unions; fought and got their rights from the colonial government. This

was in the 1930s and by 1940, there were twelve trade unions in the country with

4,337 members. The workers were able to stage successfully a 45 days general

strike in 1945 with far reaching consequences. In 1945, the Enugu coal miner
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staged a strike in which twenty one of their members were shot dead by the

colonial police. The importance of these strikes is that the workers, had however,

made an impact in the interest of labour.

INDUSTRIALIZATION

Urbanization, increased production of raw materials and growth of trade,

were established in Nigeria in the colonial period. The companies and the factories

which brought raw materials in colonial Nigeria exported same to England where

the British factories processed the product into manufacturing goods which were

then returned and sold to Nigerians in Nigerian market at high price. Some of the

big European companies which did business in colonial Nigerians included United

African Company (UAE), Unilever. Few industries were established, these

included the coal and mining industries of Enugu and Jos and the cotton ginnery at

Funtuwa to gin raw cotton.

In 1949, the Nigerian breweries ltd was founded by UAC. In 1958, the

Raleigh bicycle and the Bedford horny plant. These plants, however, merely

assembled parts that had been manufactured abroad. In the 1950s, oil prospecting

started in Nigeria but the industries was completely controlled by the British

petroleum B.P. Shell which made its first exploration of Nigerian oil in 1958.

Conclusively, one can say that there is no significant infrastructure for

industrialization in colonial Nigeria.

1.2.1 In – Text Question (ITQ)
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1. Define. Indirect rule

2. Why did the system of indirect rule succeed in the north and failed in the

east?

3. Discuss the main economic failures of Nigeria under colonial rule?

1.2.2 In – Text Answer (ITA)

1. The British colonial disasters introduced a system of administration known

as indirect rule in colonial Nigeria. If was Sir Fredrick Lugard who

introduced this system can simply be defined as a mode of administration in

which the traditional rulers were used by the British in administering the

Nigerian area.

The British argued that there were lack of money and manpower to

implement them rule directly, they further maintained that since in the

worth as well as in the west there meac traditional rulers on ground, it

was expedient to use them rather than employing administrators to do

same. The British through a chain of officers gave orders which were

progressively passed down to the traditional rulers who implemented

the orders  con their respective out feet. The system succeeded in the

north; it was where a partial success in the west and a complete

feature in eastern Nigeria

2. The system of indirect rule succeeded in the north because the north had

centralized political system in which the surder ad duch were respected and

therefore orders given to the Emirs  were implemented and the subject
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respect the Emirs. In the east there were no political figure heads knrun as

King, who commended wipeet as was the case in northern Nigeria. The Igbo

operated what was called village Deliyoay. The society was segmented and

each regment had a voice in deliheration where outcome affected all and

secondly. Even when the British created wawant chiepi in Igbo land.

The system failed largely because the Igbo refused to respect the

warrant chief.

3. The main economic features of Nigeria under colonial rule included

agriculture, fishing, trade, banking construction of roads, communication

etc.

But, all there essential features of colonial Nigeria were manipulated by the British

to satisfy their selfish economic interest. In the sphere of agriculture, for example

Nigerian farmer were encouraged and forced to cultivate raw materials such as

cotton groundnut, coco, palm oil to feel the British industries commerce also co me

to be dominated by the British. British companies exploited the resources of the

country at the expense of improve produces and traders the Bank estate used by the

British granted wears to British and labanese traders while Nigerian traders were

edged out of business leave were in accessible to Nigeria traders. The money

industry was dominated by the British Nigeria worked as labourence in the till and

coal maines at Jos and Enugu respectively but were paid less solaves and wuced in

poor houses. The construction of roads and railways were to serve the intened of

the British. There were linked to the services of production of raw materials and
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transported there materials to the coast for on word transportation to England.

Through, theses ways, the British exploited Nigerian  resources and their led to the

under development of the country.

1.3 ACTIVITY

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss the colonial administrative

system of Nigeria.

1.4 Summary

The British colonial system of administraion which came to be Kanum as

indirect rule was put in place in order to satisfy the British interest. Rational rules

served as agent of their administration. The educated Nigerians were not allowed

to participate in the system. If worked well in the north because the conditions in

the north failed the system. But in the west even though there were Obas, Ooms

and Alafins, the educated element in the region citified severely the system and

advised the soly each not to accept it. In the east, the story was a different one.

There were no king no the East; consequently, the British joined it difficult to rule

the Igbo. The made them create need, chueh in the region called Warrant duch but

the system failed and to they were forced by the circumstance on ground to rule

directly in the East.

1.5 Self Assessment Question

1. What do you understand by the term indirect rule?
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2. What informed the British to adopt the system of direct rule in Mceice

3. Account for the success and failure of indirect rule in Nigeria

4. Discuss the political economy of Nigeria under the British.
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STUDY SESSION: 3

NIGERIA AND TWO WORLD WARS (1914 – 1945)

Introduction

One of the most significant events in the twentieth century world affairs is

the world wars. There were two world wars; the first took place in 1914 and

terminated in 1919 and second took place in 1939 and ended in 1945. In this topic,

student should study the world wars, and more importantly, the role played by

Nigeria in the world wars.

1.1 Learning Outcome

At the end of this topic, students should be able to understand the causes of

the world wars, how the wars were fought and the role played by Nigeria in these

wars.
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1.2 In – text (IT)

On the 4th August, 1914, war broke out between Great Britain, France and

Russia on the one side and Germany, Austria, Hungary and later Turkey on the

other. This was destined to involve most of the nations in Europe and to being very

far reaching changes.

The whole of the British Empire automatically followed Great Britain into

the war and all their manpower and wealth and economic strength was thrown into

the struggle.

NIGERIA

So far as Nigeria was concerned, the immediate problem was the existence

of two German colonies nearby. To the east, lay the great German colony of

Cameroon; to the west the small one of Togoland. Togoland and Cameroon were

captured by the British allies in the opening years of the First World War.

The war campaigns and the role of Nigerian troops

There were roughly two distinct campaigns; one in the north and one in the

south. The northern started with disasters at Garua on the Benue and at Mora

further north, which were held by the Germans with courage and Skith. The south

also started with defeat of a column sent up, the Cross River.

Attempts by land were then given up for the time and an Anglo French

force, in which all the units of the west African frontier forces were represented
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(including Nigerian forces), attacked Duake from the sea –the attack was

successful. In 1915 colonial colunm led a force through the northern Cameroons

which advanced irresistibly to the south. He was, however, unable to take the wing

of Mora, and he left it behind him still occupied by captain von Raben and his

heroic Germans. By the beginning of 1916 the Germans were forced by General

Dobell and the southern column, with other columns of French and Belgians frory

the east and south, to cross into Spanish Guinea and to pass out of the war. Some

days later Mora surrendered.

After a period of retirement and rest the troops were sent to East Africa as

the Nigerian Brigade. Here the war was going on in the great German territory of

Tanganika – larger them Nigeria in area. Nigerian soldiers joined the troops of

many nations and after great hardship and privation this colony also was conquered

the Nigerian Brigade came home and was just being prepared for service in

Palestine against the Turks when the war came to an end on the 11th November,

1918.

The impact of the first world war on Nigerians

During these four awful years (1914 – 1918) development in Nigeria came

to a most unfortunate but compulsory stand still. Not only did many experienced

officials join the regiment for active service but the demand for men in Europe

made it quite impossible to get new people to fill their places.
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In spite of all the difficulties caused by the war, sir Fredrike Lugard and his

officials in the north and south amalgamated Nigeria in 1914. The first duty of the

new administration was of legislation into line and to combine the staffs of the

departments under single Nigerian Heads. The military, the railways, the marine

and some others who brought under the Governor – General, who worked through

a central secretary, as far as they were concerned on amalgamation a new

Executive council was formed of the heads of the principal departments as

members and the Governor – General as chairman.

In 1916 capital of the Northern Province was moved from Zungeru to

Kaduna. The government introduced native administration to Benue and the whole

of Yoruba land; in Yoruba land there was opposition against this new system of

native administration but the trouble was first in 1916. A more serious outbreak

occurred just after the Nigerian troops who participated in the world war came

back from East Africa. An uprising took place in Egbo land in June 1918. The

cause of the uprising was connected with taxation Railways were systematically

destroyed; stations were burnt and looted. The Alake, the ruler, was nearly killed

and a  European trader was murdered police posts were besieged and had to fight

hard in July strong force were brought against the insurgents and after severe

fighting, the area was pacified once more.

Fredrik Lugard was succeeded by Sir High Clifford in 1919. The First

World War has end and the new governor put in some achievement as follows;
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i. The construction of the Eastern railway was started again in 1922 from

Kaduna southeast and from Enugu northwards and was completed in

1926; a branch was built to Jos.

ii. Houses for government staff and wards for the new motor vehicles were

built and a great commercial development took place.

iii. The war was over and numbers of men were appointed for all

departments; there was no longer any shortage of manpower and men

released from the British services were eager to serve in Nigeria.

But the new governor had to face a number of problem. Firstly, there was the

problem of partial amalgamation of 1914. Some departments were unified but

others, including such important ones as the medical, Education and police were

separated with Northern and Southern Heads and in some cases policies were

delinquents, by 1933, however, the problem of partial amalgamation was solved

when the police, the last department was amalgamation.

In 1922, a new constitution was introduced named after the Governor -

Clifford. It allowed for election of Nigerian member; 3 from Lagos and 1 from

Calabar by adult males with incomes or over £100 per annuum. These mean 15 –

other unofficial members, some nominated by the Governor and some European

named by Chambers of Commerce and Mine. There were no unofficial

representation of the north at all. The 27 official members gave the Government

the absolute control by government.
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This period saw the construction of the port of Lagos and the moles (long

walls of great stone, were also built in 1905 and 1925 to ease navigation or parking

of ships at the harbor. Pumps were provided to draw out water and sand to enatke

ships to park at the harbour. A new wharf was built in 1925 at Apapa Lagos.

In 1922, the area of Nigeria was increased by the Cameroons under British

Mandate. At the end of the war, in 1918, the allied power gave the German

colonies to the neibghouring states, who held them under “mandate” and were

responsible to the league of Nations for their administration. A long narrow strip of

the Cameroon was handed to Nigeria for administrations 5/6 of the Kanenum was

handed over to the French.

In 1925, Clifford was transferred to Ceylon and Sir Graeme Thomson

became Governor. He recorded a much achievements, needs were built and the

railway was extended to Kaura Namoda (in Sokoto Province) from Zaria and to

Nguru – (Borno province) from Kano a branch was made to Ilaro from Oshogbo in

the Abeoukuta province.

In 1929, there was a riot which took place at Aba in Eastern Nigeria. In

1928, a year before the Aba riot, warn people administration in their area. The Aba

riot was a rising by women who feared that a census of the provinces meant that

they were going to be taxed.

The period of great financial depression in Nigeria
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In 1929, there started the period of great financial depression. The whole of

the world suffered during this period. It is not clear what was the actual cause

though currency difficulties in Europe. The consequences of a long, expensive and

most destructive war and the production of more goods than could be sold, were

probably the main reasons. The result was clear enough in a very great shortage of

money in every country. Many millions of people were thrown out of employment

and there was a great decline of income. By 1931 Nigeria, and indeed West Africa

was greatly hit and then the crush was severe indeed the prices of raw materials,

including the export of West Africa, dropped to amount only a fraction of their

former value. For example statistics of prices show that for 1931 and 1934. The

local price of palm oil dropped from £10 a ton to £3, of groundnut from £6 to £2;

10s.

The severe of Nigeria fell by 1/3 ie from about £6,000,000 to about

£4,000,000. Sir Donald Cameron landed as Governor in 1931 in the midst of this

economic depression and put tough measures on large number of government

servants. European and Africans were suddenly placed on pension that affected the

development of Nigeria until 1935 when a gradual improvement started and then

some of the suspended activities started again and long waited appointment were

made.

Cameron introduced laws such as the Native Authority, Native Court and

protectorate ordinance the powers of the Native court were decades by defined for

the first time. In 1934, as the first development after the economic depression, the
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Higher College at Yaba was opened by Sir Donald Cameron. They were than the

highest point reached in the educational development of Nigeria. Here, there were

course in medicine and agriculture to prepare student for centers in there

branches.

Under the Governorship of Sir Bernard Bourdillon (1935 – 1943) Nigeria

made steady progress in every direction. Departments were expanded and fresh

enterprises were undertaken attention turned to other lines. Among other things

done was the formation of trade unions; income tax was put on a firmer bone;

cooperative societies, were encouraged, a Public Relations Office was formed and

the Office of the Commissioner for Labour was established.

THE SECOND WORLD WAR 1939 – 1945

On 3rd September, 1939, Great Britain was once more at war with Germany in a

struggle for existence, and Nigeria was naturally involved with her the war was

similar to that of 1914 – 18, and once more the rulers or Germany the Nazis under

Hitler, sought to dominate the world by force, the war was a severe one and lasted

seven years until victory was given to Great Britain and the United State.

The conduct of the Second World War and its impact Nigeria

At first, the war affected Nigeria very little. Men were enlisted for the

Nigerian Regiment. New units were formed for transport, medical engineers and

supply. Nigerian  Regiment, was however not in active service until Holy came

into the war against Great Britain in June, 1940. Then Nigerian troops were
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immediately sent to East Africa and took an effective part with other European

force, in the fighting which led to the destruction of the Holian power in Abyssinia

(Ethiopia). After the war in Abyssinia Nigerian solders were sent to India to fight

against the Japanese. They formed part of the 81st 82nd Divisions in the victorious

attacks on the Japanese in Burma.

It is estimated that about one thousand Nigerian men voluntarily enlisted in

the Army in addition to these who joined the Royal Navy and the Royal Air force.

Meanwhile, in Nigeria the contribution to the war effort was being greatly

increased. Large members of men were employed on military works; the building

of airfields, camps and roads went on very actively in most places; increases in

local industries, permitted more war materials to be brought out by sea instead of

civil stores. The more notable of there industries, which were old ones really, were

the making of daily produce, of ropes and bags and leather work, of dried meat,

and the mining of tin. The production of crops for export, palm oils and

groundnuts, was greatly increased and for internal use there was a big demand for

local coal and grain; All this brought a great deal of money into the country and a

natural result was that prices were up.

The Royal Air Force established an air route to Egypt. In the aircraft flying

along this route, from Takoradi and Accra to Lagos, Kano, Maiduguri Fasher,

Khartoun and Cairo, thousands of men and huge quantities of stores were flown. In
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1941 the Americans came into use this route, and they built big camps at Kano and

Maiduguri.

In 1945 the wars with Germany and Japen came to a Victories end and

Nigeria could move once more into the way of peace and progress.

During the war all government effort were, of course, concentrated on the

war, and it was not then possible to do much to help the development of Nigeria.

But the future was not neglected and the British parliament approved the spending

of up to £120,000.000 during the next ten years on colonial development and

welfare throughout British term towns (including Nigeria).

A Development Secretary was appointed in the Nigerian secretariat and he

produced a comprehensive plan for ten years starting in 1906 to cost about

£56,000,000. Part of this money was to be paid by grant from the British

government and part from Nigerian revenue. A lot of challenges were encountered

but by 1949, however, progress had been made in many directions improvement in

major communication were very important and Government a now step by setting

up the West African Airways cooporation. This served the four West African

colonies; Nigeria, Ghana, Gambia and Sierraleone. The cooporation provided staff

and aircraft for the airlines and also internal services for passengers and mail

linking provincial and other headquarters.

Conclusion
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We can say that Nigeria during the two world wars participated alongside

the allied powers. Geory any was defeated in both the Wars. Nigeria contributed

men and resources to the War efforts. A lot of men and her resources led to the

world economic depression of the 1930s but Nigeria came out from this and

several other economic hardship. The colonial government under different

Governors, built roads, railways, education and several social services which

served the interest of the British as well as theoe of Nigerians. Nigerian who

participated in the world wars came back home with the idea of freedom. They

allied with the Nationalist fought for and required independence for the country.

1.2.1 In – Text Question (ITQ)

1. Discuss some major development in Nigeria during the world war years.

2. Assess the impact of the world war on Nigeria

1.2.2 In – Text Answer (ITA)

A number of development took mace and Nigeria during the period of the

world wars. There can be discussed as follows;

1. Nigerian were enlisted in the colonial force and fought alongside the allied

powers. Vea and resources were lost not victory won.

2. These were development in the area of education. The colonial government

established schools within the period. Higher education was encouraged.

Yaba Higher school was opened in 1934.
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3. Nigeria was amalgamated in 1914 and laves establishing Native courts were

put in place.

4. Construction of roads, railways and Airways was put in place not only to

transport the solders in the lesoos but also to ease transportation of goods

and services.

5. The world economic depression of the 1930s affected Nigeria in a negative

way. There was unemployment, prices of goods were high and

developmental project were suspended. All these affected the development

of Nigeria.

The impact of the world wars in Nigeria

By 1945, the second world war ended in favour of the athed powers Nigeria

contribu ted to the war efforts then resources were lost but the British colonialist,

towards the end of the wars realized the importance of developing their colonies

and started to reconstruct there colonies. Attempts were made to decolonize

Nigeria. The freedom charter which promised freedom for the colonies engaged in

other world wars came to the four. Nigerian solders who participated in the wars

by 1945 started clamonship for independence. They came back home with the

manage of freedom and together with the Nationalist succeeded in beinging

independence to Nigeria but Nigeria war efforts were tremendous, men and

resources were lost. Yet the colonial government contributed in the construction of

infrastructure and provisions of social services. The British predicament gave

grants for capital project but there grant were inadequate and were subsidized by
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the colonies. The resources of the colonies were used by the British to develop

Nigeria and this led to the underdevelopment of the country.

1.4 Activity

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss the role of Nigeria in the First

world war

1.4 Summary

Nigeria in the world war period played a significant role in the conduct of

the wars. Being a British colony, the naturally allied with Britain and fought

alongside the allied powers.

These were significant development recorded in the administration of the

colony as well as in areas of economy, education. Health and other social services.

By the end of the war, Nigerian troops and the Nationalist fought for and won

independence on 1st October 1960. Political Parties meac created and the

nationalist used the parties as platform for their nationalist struggles which was

achieved by October 1960. The world war period marked an event economic

depression in which Nigerian differed economic hardships.

1.5 Self assessment question

1. Assess the role of Nigeria in the conduct of the world wars
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2. Discuss the world economic depression of the 1930s and how it impacted on

Nigeria

3. Examine the impact of the world wars on the people of Nigeria

1.6 References
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STUDY SESSION 4
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SOCIAL CHANGE

INTRODUCTION

In this topic, students shall study some of the major social developments

which took place in colonial Nigeria. The British colonial masters in the course of

their colonisation of the Nigerian area introduced some social changes in the social

sphere of life and these included education, health, religion among several others.

1.1 LEARNING OUTCOME

At the end of this topic, students should be able to understand some major

social changes introduced by British which cause to effect the life or culture of the

colonial subjects. They should also be able to assess the positive and negative

aspects of the changes introduced and subsequently imposed on Nigerians.

1.2 IN-TEXT -SOCIAL CHANGES

EDUCATION

One of the major benefits brought to Nigeria by the British colonialist was

western education it started in 1840 and the agent for this change were Christian

missionaries. Initially missionaries handled education in Nigeria without assistance

given by the British; in .latter years, however, the British government assisted by

providing financial support to missionary education. The missionaries established

schools and regulated the conduct of education in Nigeria from 1882-1903 and also

from 1916 to 1926.
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Many primary schools were established by the missionaries as well as various

communities in the south. There were also a good number of secondary schools

and colleges. Some these included CMS Grammar school, Lagos established in

1859 and the Methodist Boys High School, established in 1878 also in Lagos.

Others were St. Gregorys College, Lagos; Wesley Teachers College Ibadan: Hope

Waddel Institute, Calabar, St. Charles Training College established in Onitsha in

1928; Dennis Memorial Grammar School Onitsha. Among the government owned

ones were Queens College and Kings College both in Lagos, Katsina Higher

College (now Barewa College, Kaduna) and Government College Zaria,

Government College Bida and Government College, Umuahia.

There were also such Higher Government Institutions as Yaba Higher College,

Lagos established in 1934 and the university college Ibadan, founded in 1948.

In the North, the children had less opportunity of getting western education.

In the Muslim areas particularly, the establishment of Christian Mission Schools

was not allowed except with the permission of the Emirs and Lord Fredrick

Lugard, himself restricted the activities of the missionaries in Muslim dominated

areas; consequently, the north was  at  disadvantage as far as western education

was concerned.

The colonial administration policy on education failed to promote even

educational development or relevant and functional education in the country.
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The result is that, this development adversely affected the country’s development

efforts. Ins pite of the above failings, however, western education in the colonial

period made positive contributions to the country’s welfare. It produced, for

example, educated Nigerians who led the struggle for regaining of Nigerians

independence.

HEALTH

Health services during the colonial period were largely concerned with the

health needs of the white community. This community lived in special reserved

areas located away from the African community. Separate hospitals were built to

them, with special medical attention. As in education, the Christian missionaries

took the lead in providing modern health care to the people, they did so by

establishing clinics, dispensaries and hospitals. There first hospital was built in

1895, this was the Sacred Hear Hospital built by Roman catholic mission at

Abeokuta. By 1914 the number of hospitals has increased to seventeen and by

1951 the number increased to 157.

The colonial government refused to encourage traditional medicine which

also served the health needs of Nigerians.

RELIGION

The British colonialist succeeded in converting a large number of Nigerians

into the Christian faith. When they arrived into Nigeria, they found that the north

was dominated by Islam so they concentrated in the south and gradually converted
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the non-Muslim peoples in the Benue and Plateau areas. Christianity spread in the

south of Nigeria with the establishment of the colonial administration. This was

particularly so in Igboland. By 1920, there were about 19,200 Christians in the

Northern Region of Nigeria, 260,500 in the West and 514,395 in the East. By

1921, it was estimated that 284,835 out of 3,927,419 Igbo were Christians. By

1937, the number had increased to some 600,000. It can be concluded that in spite

of the tremendous success of Christianity and Islam, the traditional African

religious practice still exist and many Nigerians do patronise traditional religious

practices in times of need.

1.2.1 IN-TEXT QUESTION (ITQ)

1. What do you understand by the term social change

2. Discuss any one major social change introduced by the British in colonial

Nigeria.

1.2.2 IN-TEXT ANSWER (ITA)

 The term social change is essentially concerned with major social

developments introduced by the British into colonial Nigeria. These changes

included the introduction of western education, establishment of modern

western health services, the rise of towns and cities, the construction of

roads, railways, airports , modern telecommunication system, libraries,

theatres, Radio, Television, Cinema halls etc. all these profoundly affected

and influenced the culture of Nigerians.
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EDUCATION

One major landmark provided by the British to colonial Nigeria was in the

area of western education. The missionary and the colonial government introduced

western education in Nigeria. Primary schools, secondary schools, colleges  were

established in various towns and cities all over Nigeria. These schools provided the

needed manpower to service the colonial administration. The educated elites, who

were products of these schools fought for independence of the country. But the

quality of education provided by the British was less of standard if compared to

types of education given to the members in the other country. Again science and

technology, medicine etc. were not encouraged in the colonial schools and then

affected Nigerians national development.

1.3Activity

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss some major social developments

which took place in colonial Nigeria.

1.4 SUMMARY

The social changes introduced during the colonial period included western

education, health services, religion, urbanization, the construction of roads and

railways and telecommunication. They are all changes which were previously not

known to Nigerians. The British also introduced English language and English

customs, norms and values and these came to influence the people of Nigeria.
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English ways of life, manners, dress, food and behaviours were in the course of

time came to imbibed by Nigerians. This came to affect the traditional way of life.

The indigenous culture was being eroded.

1.5 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTIONS

1. What do you understand by the term social change

2. Assess the role of the Christian missionaries in the development of education

in Nigeria during the colonial period.

3. Why was southern Nigeria more advanced than northern Nigeria interms of

western education up to the eve of independence

1.6 REFERENCES
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STUDY SESSION 5

THE NATIONALIST MOVEMENT

INTRODUCTION

Nationalism simply means the struggle for and attainment of independence. It

may also mean pride in ones culture or opposition to foreign rule/foreign

domination. The establishment of British rule in Nigeria did not occur without

existence from the people in the early year of British rule, opposition to it came

from the traditional rulers but from 1945 on words, ie following the end of second

world war, the type of nationalism which emerged came to  be known as modern

nationalism.

1.1 Learning Outcome

At the end of the topic, students should be able to:

1. Define the concept of nationalism

2. Account for the factors which were responsible for the emergence of modern

nationalism in Nigeria

3. Discuss the formation and activities of political parties which fought for and

achieved independence for the country.

1.2 IN-TEXT (IT)
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In the early years of the nationalist struggle ie. Before the Second World War

a few educated Nigerian did not think in terms of independence of Nigeria but

fought for accommodation within the colonial system. They wanted merely to

participate in the colonial administration. The programme of Herbert Macculey,

the father of nationalism and his party, the Nigerian National Democratic Party

(NNDP) testified to that objective. Macculey and his group wanted municipal

status and complete local self government for Lagos, the development of Nigerian

resources and equal opportunities for Nigerians. They also wanted compulsory

education and the development of higher education in Nigeria. Finally, they

wanted civil service to be through open to Africans, they did not talk of

independence; rather, they pledged their absolute loyalty to the British Crown. It

was not until after the Second World War that independence movement properly

developed.

NATIONALIST STRUGGLE FROM THE SECOND WORLD WAR

The Second World War (1939-1945) marked a turning point in Nigerias history. In

the first place, the war increased Nigerian military importance to the great powers.

In British West Africa, at the start of the war, the Royal West African frontier force

was increased in size from 8000 to 146,000. The majority of them were Nigerians.

Large numbe of Nigerian troops were used   to help the allied powers (Britain,

France and later America and Russia in Italian East Africa and Burma.
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Secondly, the war helped to revive Nigerian economy after the long

depression of the 1920s and 1930s. as the factories of Europe became busy once

more supplying their enemies with equipments and food, the demand for Nigerian

products such as the groundnut, cocoa, palm oil and rubber and tin in creased very

much needed and this led to economic boom.

Thirdly, with the economic boom communication facilities were improved

and a wide range of secondary manufacturing industries begun for the first time.

Fourthly, Nigeria also contributed indirectly to the war efforts through the

lower prices paid for her products as compared with the prices existing in the

world market. She also made gifts and subside to  the British government to the

tune of 400,000 pound.

Fifthly, the revival of Nigerian economy had led to rapid growth of major

towns like Lagos, Kano and Port-Harcourt and a host of smaller ones like

Maiduguri.

Sixthly, large numbers of people flocked to the towns in search of work and

lived in makeshift houses which room became overcrowded slums. There was

overcrowding, unemployment and crimes in the urban centres. This led to massive

labour unrest which helped the cause of the nationalist. This is to say that many of

the newly arrived people into the towns grouped structures into ethnic associations

that would enable them look after each other in the difficult world of the city.

There were also trade unions organised by the workers. Their associations and the
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unions were to be one of the main source of support for the nationalist in their

struggle for independence.

Nationalist feelings and activity were further strengthened by the influence

of the soldiers who returned at the end of the war. Many of the soldiers had learnt

some trades and when after the war, they were demobilised with no means or

outlets for practicing their trades, they became embittered. Further, they had seen

that the white men was not invincible. The (Japanese had defeated Britain in the far

East and this had destroyed the mistaken  idea that the whites were naturally

superior to the African in every respect, the national progress in India and Ceylon

also inspired Nigerians soldiers to struggle for independence.

Outside these factors, there were also others that helped the nationalist course. One

of them was the allied propaganda as a counter to Germans. By this propaganda

The allied powers were send to champion freedom and equality of all peoples,

while the Axis powers practised racial discrimination and oppression. Also to

encourage African support for the allied course, the allied powers had promised the

subject peoples the right to choose the form of government under which they

would live. This was embodied in the Atlantic Charter Signed by Britain and

America.

Eventually, under great pressure from America, Russia and Nigerian

nationalist, Britain introduced social economic and political reforms in Nigeria that

were to aid the march to independence.  The formation of political parties and
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constitutional reforms by the colonial government would eventually lead to the

attainment of independence for the country on 1st October, 1960. This important

aspect will be dealt with in the next topic

1.2.1 IN-TEXT QUESTION (ITQ)

Assess the impact of the Second World War on Nigerian nationalism

1.2.2 IN-TEXT ANSWER (ITA)

The Second World War affected Nigerian nationalism in several ways.

Nigerian troops formed a considerable population of the allied troops. The world

war, helped to revive Nigerian economy. Nigerian supplied raw materials to  the

British industries after the way and a lot of wealth was realised which helped in the

struggle for independence in the country. Large number of people flocked into the

town and centres. The cities became centres of unionism and ethnic associations

which led to the formation of political parties and labour unions.

The influence of the soldiers who returned from the Second World War was

also an impetus to the most modern nationalism in Nigeria.

1.3 Activity

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss the meaning of nationalism.

1.4 SUMMARY
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Nationalism in Nigeria took two broad form namely traditional nationalism

and modern nationalism took place after the second world war, this period saw the

nature of Nigerian soldiers form the world war, the formation of political parties

and also constitutional reforms starting from 1922 when the Clifford constitution

was introduced by the British to prepare Nigerians on the path to independence.

Nigerian nationalist and the ex-soldiers cooperated and brought independence to

the country. A number of external factors such as the influence of Second World

War on Nigerian soldiers. The independence of India and Cyelon all encouraged

Nigerian to struggle for and attain independence by 1st October 1960.

1.5 SELF ASSESSMENT QUESTION

1. Distinguish between traditional and Modern nationalism

2. Would you agree that the Second World War marked a turning point in

Nigeria’s history? Give reasons for your answer.

1.6 REFERENCES
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STUDY SESSION 6

CONSTITUTIONAL REFORMS AND THE MATCH TO INDEPENDENCE

INTRODUCTION

In this topic, students should be introduced to constitutional development in

Nigeria. This topic covers the constitutional development from the Clifford

constitution of 1922 to the 1959 constitutional conference which led to the

attainment of independence in the country by 1st October 1960.

1.1 LEARNING OUTCOME

At the end of the topic, students should understand

1. The provision, merit and divinity of the constitution in the history of

Nigeria.
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2. Assess the impact of the constitution on the political development of the

country.

3. The actors and factors involved in the formation of political parties in

Nigeria.

1.2 IN-TEXT (IT)

The first constitution created was the Clifford constitution of 1922. It was governor

Hugh Clifford who became the first British colonial administrator to put this

constitution in place. Before the outbreak of the First World War, the NNDP under

its leader, Herbert Macaulay had outsized colonial government for its injustices

and also criticized the weak and ineffective Nigerian council created by Fredrick

Luggard in 1913. Clifford seems to have listened to all these and persuaded the

British government to allow for a need constitution which came up in 1922, and as

a result, four Nigerians, three from Lagos and one from Calabar, were elected into

the newly created legislative council. That replaced the Nigerian council created by

Luggard, the council, however, legislated for southern Nigeria only, while

governor ruled Northern Nigeria by proclamation. The council could, however,

discuss financial estimates for the whole country.

The formation of political parties

The creation of the legislative council by the 1922 Clifford constitution gave rise to

political organization in the country. The most important of the organization was

Herbert Macculay Nigeria National Democratic Party(NNDP) which dominated
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Lagos politics from 1923 to 1938. The new political organization made it possible

to express their grievances and desires more effectively.

These political organizations, however, operated on a local level and

Nigerian who were more national in outlook found them unsatisfactory. So in

1938, the Nigerian youth movement, which was more truly national, was formed.

It displaced the NNDP in the election of that year to the legislative council.

In Calabar, the elections were won by independent candidates who were

more truly national in outlook found them satisfactory.

Nigerians who were elected into the legislative council boldly criticised

government policies, and succeeded in pressuring the government to make some

reform or profuse in society. For example, in the 1930s, as a result of the pressure

of these legislators, a number of achievements were recorded. These included

1. Trade unions were formed and recognized

2. An indigenous bank ie the National Bank was established

3. Higher institution like Yaba High College was built.

The formation of the national council  of Nigeria and Cameroon (NCNC)

The Nigerian youth movement (1938-1944) was displaced by the NCNC.

The death of the (NYM) was caused by a serious division among its members. Dr.

Nnamdi Azikwe, and his group on one side and Earnest Ikoli and his group on the

other.
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The (NCNC) was founded by Azikwe on 26th August, 1944. Like the

(NYM), the NCNC aimed at achieving self government for Nigeria and it

addressed the entire Nigerian people establishing branches in various parts of the

country. The president was Herbert Macaulay while Azikwe served as the

secretary of the party for the next seven years, the NCNC was dominate Nigerian

politics until the arrival in 1951 of the Action Group (AG) and the Northern

Peoples Congress (NPC) on the political scene. The NCNC was served by the

propaganda of the powerful West African Pilot and the Comet newspapers it had at

its service.

THE NCNC AND THE RICHARDS CONSTITUTION

Sir Arthur Richards, Nigerian new Governor put up a constitutional proposal

which because the Richards constitution. The Governor hoped that these proposals

would help to promote the unity of Nigeria and serve the interests of the various

people of the country. The people were allowed to participate in the affairs of their

country. The proposals included:

a. Provision for a new legislative council of 45 members which would legislate

for the whole country

b. For the first time, the unofficial members were in the majority 28 as against

17 official members
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c. There were houses of assembly established in the North, West and East. The

unofficial members were nominated by these houses of assembly established

in the various region of Nigeria.

OPPOSITION TO THE NEW CONSTITUTION

The NCNC and the NYM strongly opposed the proposed new constitution. They

were angry that it had been imposed on Nigerians without consultation. They also

felt that the unofficial majority in the assemblies and the central legislature were

false ones since members were nominated by the Native Authority which they send

were under early control and direction of the colonial government. They were

particularly unhappy that the principle of direct election on a more countryside

basis was not introduced at least at the central legislature. Furthermore, they

argued that the number of elected members was not increased in spite of

impressive developments in the country. They also felt that the real seat of power,

the Executive Council was still firmly controlled by the colonial government. The

governor still had the veto power or “reserve powers”. There was still special

representation of the European vested interests-banking, shipping, industrial and

mining. The nationalist also saw the establishment of separate Houses of Assembly

in the three region of  the British planned to divide the country and prolong their

rule. The constitution is  blamed for introducing unhealthy regionalism into

Nigerian politics.

THE NCNC LONDON DELEGATION
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With much financial and moral support,  Azikwe led the NCNC delegation to

London to demand the revision of the constitution.

1.2.1 In-text questions (ITQ)

1. Assess the performance of the legislative council of 1922

2. Why did the NCNC criticized the Richards constitution

1.2.2 In-text answer (ITA)

It was Governor Hugh Clifford who created the 1922 constitution which provided

for the 1922 legislative council. The performance of this council left much to be

desired because of the following reasons. First and foremost, although Nigerian

were allowed to participate in the council, they were few in number ie 3 members

from Lagos and only one from Calabar.  There were no northerners in the council.

So it legislated only for southern Nigeria.

Secondly, the legislators were not effective as they were easily controlled by

the British executives who manipulated the nature and conduct of the council.

The council could, however, discuss financial estimates for the whole country.

The council was a mere rubber stamp of the British and that partly explains why

Herbert Macaulay, Dr. Nnamdi Azikwe and other nationalist criticised the council.

In conclusion, it can be said that the council permitted Nigerians to

participate in  the affairs of their country but on the whole it was a toothless dog.

Answer. Why did the NCNC criticised the Richard constitution
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The NCNC and NYM strongly opposed the Richard constitution. They

argued that it was imposed on the Nigerian because they were not consulted when

the constitution was being drafted. They also felt that the 28 member unofficial

majority in the assemblies and the central legislature were nominated by the Native

Authorities which was under the direction/control of the British. Furthermore, the

principle of direct election on more countryside been was not introduced at the

central legislature.

Another argument was that the membership of the legislative council (45members)

according to them, was not increased in spite of the tremendous problem in the

country. Again, the nationalist also saw that the establishment of separate Houses

of Assemblies was a plan by the British to divide the country and perpetuate their

domination of Nigeria. Indeed, the nationalists mobilised resources and led a

delegation to London to demand for revision of this constitution.

1.3 Activity

Activity timing – allow five minutes

Activity text – meet a colleague and discuss the provisions of the Richards

constitutions.

1.4 Summary

It was Fredrick Lugard, the governor general of Nigeria who established the

Nigerian council. But it was under the tutelage of the colonial masters. In 1922, the

had Germany, Huth Cliford constitution but it legislated for Lagos but the north
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came under the Governor. Although the men in the colonial legislated from

estimates  they were not effective during the executive were the British. The

Richard constitution lowered the used some of the layers the Clifford constitution

and created the central legislators for people to meet for the first time. It also

created profound House of Assembly it was controlled by NCNC and it was

replaced by the European constitution. Constitutional reforms continued until when

the independent constitution of 1959 was in pound, which send to the independent

of the country on 1st October, 1960.

1.5 Self-assessment questions

1. Why is the 1922 constitution important in Nigerian history

2. Examine the similarities and differences of the Nigerian National

Democratic Party with Nigerian Youth Movement.

3. What were  the achievements and defects of the Richards constitution

4. In what ways, if any, was the Macpherson constitution better than the

Richards constitution

5. What were the causes of the 1953 Kano riots? What were their

consequences?

6. The minorities problem in 1958 was not solved at all, discuss.
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